
What to do if Your Child Experiences 
Trauma to a Baby Tooth

• Soft Diet
• Tylenol/Motrin as needed
• Call dentist during next office 

hours to schedule an appointment

YES

NO
• Soft Diet
• Tylenol/Motrin as needed
• Call dentist during next  

office hours to schedule  
an appointment

YES
• Call dentist as soon as  

possible for emergency 
treatment

• Dentist will either place pulp 
cap (cover the nerve) or may 
need to extract the tooth

FRACTURED
IS THE TOOTH (NOT THE GUMS) BLEEDING?  

CAN YOU SEE THE PULP/NERVE?

NOT FRACTURED

TOOTH IS NOT, OR IS  
ONLY SLIGHTLY LOOSE

• Control bleeding
• Soft Diet
• Tylenol/Motrin as needed
•  Call dentist during next  

office hours to schedule  
an appointment

AVULSED    
(KNOCKED OUT)

• It is not recommended  
to re-implant tooth due  
to risk of damage to  
permanent tooth

• Call the Tooth Fairy!
• Call dentist during next  

office hours

TOOTH IS LOOSE
CAN THE CHILD BITE 
DOWN NORMALLY?

• Call dentist as soon as possible  
for emergency treatment

• Dentist may need to extract tooth

NO



What to do if Your Child Experiences 
Trauma to a Permanent Tooth

NOT FRACTURED FRACTURED

• Call dentist as soon as possible
• Tooth may need to be splinted

AVULSED    
(KNOCKED OUT)

• Place tooth in milk/ 
saline solution

• Call dentist immediately
• If comfortable, clean  

debris & re-implant tooth

LUXATION
CAN THE CHILD BITE  
DOWN NORMALLY?

SUBLUXATION

• Soft diet
• Tylenol/Motrin as needed
• Call dentist to have the 

tooth evaluated during 
next day’s office hours

SLIGHTLY MOBILE, BUT  
IN THE SAME POSITION

• Call dentist to determine  
timing of evaluation

• Soft foods
• Avoid temperature extremes
• Tylenol/Motrin as needed

CLASS III
NERVE EXPOSURE, TOOTH 
IS BLEEDING AND PULP/

NERVE IS VISIBLE

• Call dentist as soon  
as possible

CLASS II
FRACTURE INTO DENTIN (YELLOWISH IN 

COLOR), BUT NO NERVE EXPOSURE

CLASS I

• Avoid temperature  
extremes

• Soft diet
• Call dentist during  

next office hours

EDGE OF TOOTH FRACTURED


